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lessed by beautiful homes its length
and breadth, Phuket has something
to offer everyone with a yen for the

island lifestyle.  Some places, of course, are more
blessed than others, and Surin Beach ranks high
on the A-list.  The success of Amanpuri explains
much of the attention this area has received
from property developers.  But it’s equally likely
that the panoramic local seascape was just too
good to miss out on.

Sitting gracefully astride Surin Hill, and
just a few minutes from the beach, Villa Twenty
at Ayara Baan Thai Cherng Ley embraces an
epic vista across the Andaman Sea,
embellished by lush green slopes and the
picturesque roofs of the cottages at the Chedi
resort.  This was one of the first villas to be
built upon this hillside, which is now scattered
with million-dollar homes, and the designer’s

awe of this immense view made a marked
impression upon him.  As the view was so
impressive, he felt the house should be too.

The Buddhist concept of “balance” lies
at the heart of Villa 20’s design.  Flanked by
two bedrooms, a light and airy living area
opens up onto the terrace, where the black-
tiled infinity pool sits placidly between lotus
ponds and two high-vaulted salas, or roofed
pavilions.  Traditional Thai-style roofs
counterpoint the 21st century convenience of
multiple power and telephone sockets set into
the pillars of each sala.

A considerable amount of natural light,
admitted by windows stretching the length of
the villa’s frontage, helps to illuminate both
the living area and compact kitchen, allowing
for culinary creations inspired by that
Andaman panorama.  Additional window-
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Villa Twenty at Ayara Baan Thai Cherng Ley sits on

a hillside scattered with million-dollar homes.
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Abundant light and airiness filter into the bathr oom

(above) and the main living ar ea (right).

PHOTOS BY ARTASIA

lights in the eaves of the high-vaulted roof
spread a glow across the teak-clad ceiling,
further brightening the room.  Nevertheless,
the designer has also installed mood lighting
to enhance both the evening and daylight
hours, bringing out the contrasts and levels
within the design.  Similar lighting was also
installed into the eaves of the two poolside
salas, accenting the rich texture of the teak
columns.

Sliding doors on either side of the living
area reveal two stylishly -appointed bedrooms,
and help to create an even greater sense of
space.  The master bedroom includes an en-
suite bathroom complete with Jacuzzi.  Both
bathrooms and the rear “reading” room look
out into a cozy, shaded garden – a perfect
private nook.

The house is furnished in sturdy, yet
opulent, Thai style.  Still, that’s what you would
expect of a development of this nature.  The
designer has devoted the same personal
attention to detail in every villa at the Ayara,
one of the most exclusive complexes on
Phuket.

Two further bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms sit independently at either side of
the lower level, and each profits from a
startlingly proximity to that remarkable view.
You awake to find yourself part of the dawn,
with flashes of reflected sunlight from the
Andaman Sea beyond dancing on your
bedroom ceiling.

The breathtaking panorama across Surin Beach and the Andaman

Sea have inspired an architectural treasure.


