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This strikingly beautiful shell is a textile cone, Conus textile. Like other cones, it hunts by firing a
miniature harpoon into its prey from its specialized pr oboscis, the tube-like str ucture extending

above the eyes. It then injects a power ful venom, so potent it can be fatal to humans. Richelieu

Rock, Thailand, Andaman Sea.

This juvenile trevally is using

the stinging tentacles of a
jellyfish for shelter, hoping to
avoid predators. The trevally

appears to have nearly
outgrown its host, and will

A pair of scrawled filefish, Aluterus scriptus, attack a jellyfish
that had the misfortune to drift near a reef. They are feeding on

probably upgrade to a lar ger
model soon. Mergui
Archipelago, Myanmar/ the jelly itself, as well as any crabs or shrimp that may be

Burma, Andaman Sea. accompanying it. Richelieu Rock, Thailand, Andaman Sea.




An outspoken individual—one member of a tightly packed school of striped catfish , Plotosus lineatus, seems to have lots to say. This
species forms large schools as juveniles, becoming gradually mor e solitary as adults. Like all catfish, they deter potential pr edators
with venomous spines in dorsal and pectoral fins. Mer gui Archipelago, Myanmar/Bur ma, Andaman Sea, Indian Ocean.

gulp, a kiss and the big sting



A zebra lionfish, Dendrochirus zebra, rests on a colony of fine-pored coral, Montipora
aequituberculata. Like all members of the scorpionfish tribe, lionfish ar e equipped with venomous
spines, used for self-defense. Mer gui Archipelago, Myanmar/Bur ma, Andaman Sea.

Primarily nocturnal, spotfin lionfish, Pterois antennata, move into the open at dusk to feed. Like all
members of the scorpionfish tribe, they ar e equipped with sharp, hollow fin rays that can inject a
powerful venom, used for self-defense. Similan Islands Marine National Park, Thailand, Andaman Sea.

A videographer encounters a massive school of Indian
lionfish, Pterois muricata, numbering over 60

individuals. Although schools of this size ar e rare, this
species often forms smaller schools, utilizing teamwork
to herd baitfish into confined ar eas where they are easy
prey. Similan Islands Marine National Park, Thailand,
Andaman Sea.

A trio of Indian lionfish, Pterois muricata, work
together to herd baitfish. Similan Islands Marine
National Park, Thailand, Andaman Sea.




Armed with highly venomous fin
spines, an Indian lionfish, Pterois
muricata, hovers among soft
corals. Hin Muang, Thailand,
Andaman Sea.












This colourful nudibranch, Cuthona sibogae, lives among the
branches of a stinging hydr oid, whose delicate-looking tentacles
cause humans an intense burning sensation upon contact. Not only
is the nudibranch immune to the sting, it actually keeps the
hydroid's stinging cells as live captives within its own body . These
cells, called nematocysts, ar e transferred to the brightly-colour ed
tips of its dorsal cer rata, where the nudibranch uses them for its
own defense! Note the nudibranch's primitive eye, which allows
limited eyesight. Richelieu Rock, Thailand, Andaman Sea.
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A banded sea krait, Laticauda colubrina, makes its way among orange cup corals while sear ching for the
crustaceans and small fish it preys upon. Although extremely venomous, sea snakes are mild-mannered and
docile, posing vir tually no threat to divers. Mergui Archipelago, Myanmar, Andaman Sea.




